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"On Sunday [December 2pth] Mr. and Mrs. Hammond and the Chevalier d'Orleans and his brethren pass the evening here. I read my oration for them, as I am told no tickets will be given."
"At eleven o'clock this morning [December 3ist] I go to St. Paul's Church. The procession does not arrive till after three, and we do not get away till six. Pronounced my oration badly."
"To-day [January ist] I have a number of visitors, among them a deputation from the * Cincinnati,' to request a copy of my oration for the press. This morning I had already sent it, on a request of the Qommon Council, to the Recorder. Dine at General Hamilton's. I hear that the anti-federal faction are to consider my oration as too cold."
The condition of public affairs very deeply interested Morris, notwithstanding his disinclination to take an active part in them, and it was his earnest hope that Washington might still be induced to leave the quiet of Mount Vernon and resume his place in the fore rank. Although thor-oughly understanding and appreciating Washington's desire for rest and tranquillity after his stirring and responsible life, Morris still thought it hardly right that he should leave the helm of the State at such a stormy moment. With the desire, therefore of modifying, if not altering Washington's determination to abandon public life, Morris urgently appealed to him to reconsider his decision. This letter, the last Morris wrote to his life-long friend, was dated at Morrisania, December 9, 1799, scarcely two weeks before Washington's death, and is as follows :
"During a late visit to New York I learnt that the leading characters (even in Massachusetts) consider Mr. Adams as unfit for the office he now holds. Without pretending to decide on the merits of that opinion, which will operate alike, whether well or ill founded, it appeared necessary to sunk $80,000 in the vortex.    Mr, Morris tells me
